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History of Cessna T-37 A
Manufactured as a trainer aircraft, the Cessna T-37A may not be on the same level as a first-line fighter jet, but the need to conduct adequate flight training, ease of maintenance, combat effectiveness, and its ease of training made the Cessna T-37A aircraft a success (The Skytamer Archive, n.d). Commonly known in its various formats as the “Tweety Bird,” this small, precisely manufactured aircraft was operated for years as the main guide for the United States Air Force, plus during the Vietnam War. In addition to that, the Cessna T-37 A has offered excellent services to air force units in other countries. This paper offers an account of the Cessna T-37A.
During the Korean War and World War II, the Cessna jet enterprise in Wichita, Kansas, ensured American troops accessed functional, light surveillance jets, principally Cessna O-1 Bird Dog models. However, in 1952, American Airforce pronounced requests for a "Trainer Experiment (TX)" program. Their vision was a light aircraft that carries dual passengers and would train the Airforce cadets (Shindiri Studio, n.d). Consequently, Cessna answered the appeal by developing a dual-plane with side-by-side seats. The Airforce embraced this model giving it the title "Model 318."
Moreover, the adjacent seats were desirable because it meant that the instructor and the cadet pilots would face the same direction (Military Factory, 2018). In 1954, USAF gave Cessna an agreement for 3 samples of model 318 together with a lone jet. This type was labeled Cessna XT-37.
XT-37 had a lesser wingspan, while its mechanisms located deep under the aircraft, a shade that opens to the tail, ejection seats, together with a tricycle landing mechanism having a 4.3 meters track (Airvectors.net, n.d). The XT-37 first flew on the 12th of October 1954. However, the model crashed in a spin test and subsequent prototypes were modified to ease the handling. The tail was also made longer, with long strakes on its nose. After these modifications, the United States Air Force ordered this aircraft's production, now labeled Cessna T-37A.
During production, Cessna T-37A was manufactured to address the flaws identified in the Cessna XT-37. For instance, the initial Cessna T-37A was manufactured in 1955 and made its maiden flight in September the same year (The Skytamer Archive, n.d). The aircraft was deafening by the sound canons of other jet engines. Also, its air intake into the miniature turbojets discharged a high-pitch screech that people described as "Screaming Mimi," or the “6,000-pound dog whistle.” Consequently, this whistling sound earned the aircraft the “Tweety Bird” label (faqs.org, 2020). The USAF spent many resources to soundproof some of the structures around USAF camps where the Cessna T-37A was based.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The United States Airforce ordered 444 models of the Cessna T-37A, with the last delivered in 1959. Furthermore, the USAF assessed three T-37As for operation in battle and additional warfare sustenance activities but ultimately changed to the Grumman OV-Mohawk as an alternative (The Skytamer Archive, n.d). Though the USAF adored the Cessna T-37A, it stood underpowered, crashed due to bird airstrikes between 1965 and 1970, and later the remaining T-37As were fitted with a windshield made from polycarbonate plastics. In the end, the Airforce ordered an enhanced model, the T-37B, with improved engines giving the new model more thrust. Through 1973, a total of 552 Cessna T-37B aircraft were manufactured to replace the Cessna T-37As (The Skytamer Archive, n.d).
In summation, the Cessna T-37A was supplied to the USAF starting June 1956. Consequently, the USAF began training military pilots in 1957 using this model. Both flight instructors and cadets praised this aircraft for its agility; it was not overpowered and pleasant to fly. In addition to that, the aircraft was light enough to accommodate the traditional acrobatic maneuvers. Also, students occasionally engaged the jet in a rotation during their aviator drill. An improved model of the T-37A, the Cessna T-37B, was first sent to the USAF in 1959. Consequently, the last training exercise on the Cessna T-37B happened on the 17th of June 2009, when the previous model was flown to the 80th Flying Training Wing. USAF operations last T-37B discharged on 31st July 2009.
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